
Moville City Council      Wednesday February 20, 2019 
 

Mayor Jim Fisher called the meeting to order at around 6:00 pm.  Roll Call: Nate Bauer, Bruce Schmidt, Tom Conolly, 

Paul Malm, and Mike Ofert are present.   Ofert motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Malm.  Ayes, motion 

carries.  Malm motioned to approve minutes from the last meeting, seconded by Bauer.  Ayes, motion carries.  Bauer 

motioned to approve the bills for the month, seconded by Malm.  Ayes, motion carries.  Malm motioned to approve the 

Treasurer’s report for January, seconded by Conolly.  Ayes, motion carries.  No permits to review.  Guests include Chad 

Thompson, Kent Baker, Jereme Muller, Dave Christensen, and Jonathan Keselring.   

During Open Forum Jonathan Keselring posed questions about Vacant & Abandoned appeals and how various properties 

owned by Dianne and Larry Everhart would be affected.   

Mike Weaver was not present to give a Public Works update as he was moving snow all last night. Chief Muller gave a 

Police Department update.   Council reviewed the Chapter 58 Vacant / Abandoned building appeal for 107 Main from 

Rob Everhart who purchased the property on January 8, 2019.   Per Attorney Thompson this property was deemed 

vacant at the January 2, 2019 appeal hearing and therefore registration is required by the new owner.   Council 

discussed Muller academy repayment contract and reviewed it for inaccuracies.   Peterson will rewrite, Thompson will 

review and will put the contract back to the council for review and possible signing.    Council discussed recent purchase 

of Motel 20 at 631 Frontage and possible options for the future.    

At around 6:40 pm Malm motioned to open the public hearing for changing Appendix B for (R-1) Low Density Residential 

in the City of Moville Zoning Ordinance, changing the number of feet of setback required on a side yard from 10’ to 7’, 

seconded by Malm.   Ayes, motion carries.  No one was present with comments and no written comments had been 

received by City Hall.  At around 6:41 pm Malm motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Conolly.   Ayes, 

motion carries.   Attorney Thompson introduced and read Ordinance 2019-1, an Ordinance changing Appendix B for (R-

1) Low Density Residential in the City of Moville Zoning Ordinance, changing the number of feet of setback required on a 

side yard from 10’ to 7’.  Malm motioned to approve the first reading, seconded by Bauer.  Ayes, motion carries.  Bauer 

motioned to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Malm.  Bauer motions to adopt Ordinance 2019-1, 

seconded by Malm.  Ayes, motion carries.  

Council discussed Dangerous Buildings Chapter 145 of proposed new code.  It is Inspector Dave Christensen’s 

recommendation to adopt the International Code Council’s International Existing Building Code of 2012 instead of the 

Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings 1997 Edition.  Council agrees to the replacement in draft of 

new code.  Council also discussed adding the International Property Maintenance Code into the new code draft.  It’s 

currently adopted as a Rental code, but council wishes to use it for all properties.  Clerk Peterson will add to code draft.   

Regarding 212 S. Pearl Street, the Bush Estate has gotten bank approval to sell the property with tentative closing date 

March 1, 2019.  The new owner, a local contractor, plans to fix up the property, has taken responsibility for remediating 

the red-tag issues and has been given a March 1, 2020 to do so.   On February 2, a group of American Legion Auxiliary 

members volunteered several hours each to deep clean and organize the kitchen at the Community Center.  Schmidt 

expressed the council’s gratitude for this community service and would like to thank the group for the effort.  Clerk 

Peterson will reach out to the group to thank them and determine what needs the group may have at this time.  Malm 

motions to purchase an item or items for a total of around $100 to aid the group, seconded by Ofert.  Ayes, motion 

carries.   

Council reviewed the township fire contracts for Arlington, Wolf Creek and Rutland.  Ofert motioned to accept the 

contracts for fire service, seconded by Malm.  Ayes, motion carries.    Council discussed moving the July 3, 2019 council 

meeting to Tuesday July 2nd.  Malm motioned to do so, seconded by Ofert.  Ayes, motion carries.   Council reviewed the 

application from 4-Way Stop and Shop to add carryout native wine to their liquor license.  Bauer motioned to approve 

this application, seconded by Malm.  Ayes, motion carries.   



 

With no further business Malm motioned to adjourn at around 7:10 pm and Conolly seconded.  All ayes, motion carries-

meeting closed. 

Jodi Peterson   Jim Fisher 

City Clerk   Mayor  


